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LESSONS FROM OUR NATIONAL CALAMITY. 


‘Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it ?”—Awos iii. 6. 
‘¢ Be still, and know that I am God.”—Psatm xlvi. 10. 


A suDDEN and awful calamity has fallen upon the nation. It 
has come like a thunderbolt from a clear sky. It has no prece- 
dent in all our history, and we reel and stagger under the unex- 
pected and mighty catastrophe. In the midst of our grateful 
Joy for victory, in the midst of our congratulations at the pros- 
pect of peace, the sad and startling intelligence which has flashed 
along the wires from the capital of our nation, has prostrated us 
in the depths of affliction, and pierced the great heart of loyal 
America with unutterable anguish. For the first time in the 
history of our fair country, the murderous hand of the assassin 
has been successfully lifted against the Chief Magistrate of the 
nation, and our strong staff is broken in a moment. Passing 
successfully through the tremendous ordeal of his first official 
term, bearing burdens and meeting responsibilities such as none 
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of his predecessors had ever. known with a manly courage, a 
genial patience and entire single-heartedness, a wonderful wis- 
dom, and an honest devotion to the country which commanded 
the respect of his enemies, and surpassed the expectation of his 
friends, he has been struck down by a cruel, dastardly blow, in 
the very hour 6f success, and amid a grand chorus of national 
thanksgiving and praise. Oh! how suddenly has this grand na- 
tional anthem given ‘eng to a dirge of wailing and of woe! In 
how brief a moment has our glorious flag, which floated so proud- 
ly from ten thousands heights in token of triumph, been vailed 
in mourning, not, thank God! in defeat and disgrace, but in the 
deepest national anguish. Who among us all anticipated such a 
catastrophe? Among all the possible contingencies of our event- 
ful times, who apprehended this? And who of us can resist for 
a time the pressure of this terrible calamity? I confess to you, 
my brethren that I come to you with a heavy heart to-day. 
Never since that fearful blow which brought desolation to my 
own household in the first month of my ministry here, have | 
come to this pulpit with such a lingering step, with such a bur- 
dened spirit. I have never feared for my country’s final triumph 
and safety. I will not fear for her now. But a dispensation so 
unexpected, so mysterious, so overwhelming in itself, its circum- 
stances, and its possible results, may well make us tremble and 
bow ourselves before the mighty hand of God. I confess to you 
that I have shrunk from meeting you in this house of God to- 
day. I had anticipated and prepared for a very different occa- 
sion. I had hoped to welcome Easter Sunday under circum- 
stances grateful alike to the Cliristian and the patriot, and with 
anthems of joy, and lessons of Holy Scripture, appropriate to this 
blessed Christian festival, to have greeted you in the sanctuary. 
But the providence of God has inaugurated a different method, 
and altered the key-note of the service of this hour. I know 
that there is but one thought uppermost in the minds of all. who 
have assembled here. It is not the thought of Easter, not the 
thought of resurrection, life, gladness, and % * which would 
express itself in a hallelujah of grateful praise. It is the thought 
of the awful event which has clothed a nation in mourning, and 
exchangéd’ the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 
From the capital of our land, where our Chief Magistrate lies in 
death, the victim of a foul and fiendish deed, comes a sad, stern 


message, which we can not ignore. It has gone over the light» 


ning’s track to every city and village from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific. It has hushed the accents of joy and triumph ; it has 
oppressed the national heart with sorrow ; and there is prebably 
not a pulpit in the loyal States to-day which has not taken its 
key-note from this calamity. For myself, my thoughts, so far as 
I could rally them, have turned to that great truth, of the sover- 
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eignty of God im calamity, which is so forcibly illustrated in this 
direful hour. Atheism has no consolation to offer to us now. 
Philosophy is cold and comfortless. Faith must find somethin 
firm and durable to rest on amid these dissolving shadows of. 
earth and time. “ Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath 
not done it?” Above the wailings of a stricken nation, above the 
tide of disappointed hope, outraged sensibility, or vindictive 
passion, the. awful voice of Jehovah is heard, saying, “ Be still, 
and know that Iam God.” 

There is no lesson so hard to learn as that of Divine sover- 
eignty and human dependence. Yet there is none which is 
inculcated so constantly in the teachings of the Bible, none illus- 
trated so sternly in the dispensation of Providence. No man 
ean study the dealings of God with men, either in the operations 
of his Providetice, or in the plan of salvation, without seeing that 
they tend to this end, “ That the lofty looks of man shall be hum 
bled, and the haughtiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 
Lord himself exalted in that day.” Creatures of a day as we 
are, whose. habitation is in the dust, and who are crushed before 
the moth, whose strength is weakness, and whose wisdom is fol- 
ly, we often presumptuously rebel against the absolute sover- 
eignty of an infinitely perfect God, and desire to find out some 
more palatable and less humbling reason for occurring events 
than his single, sovereign, indisputable will. Whenever we can 
discover what are called second causes, which seem to be ade- 
quate to the effects which are occurring around us, we go no far- 
ther in our investigations ; we confine ourselves to these, and 
forget that great Being who sits behind them all, who “ doeth 
according.to his will in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth ; and none can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou ? . . 

But this foolish and wicked forgetfulness of God’s sovereignty 
is sometimes rebuked with amazing distinctness awful 8e- 
verity. Events sometimes occur in our world in isolated in- 
stances, or in a dreadful succession, which confound our sagacity, 
baffle our shrewdness, cast contempt on our mers ga coutra- 
dict our experience, abash our presumption, humble our pride, 
oe ppm our hope, and drive us irresistibly to the’ very foot- 
stool of our Maker, wringing out from our bewildered and break- 
ing hearts the exclamation, “ It is the Lord ; let him do as seemeth 
dim good {” ‘ 

Such are the stern lessons of: this day. Our national history 
dering the last four years—a history of treason, cruelty, war, 
and misery, written in tears and blood, and culminating in this 
last awful tragedy, ought to bring us all to our Maker’s feet, im- 
pressing on every heart the great fact of bis sovereignty as the 
only solution of the mystery which envelopes it, and the only 
ground of hope that it will work together for our good. 
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We can not be indifferent to such events as those which have, 
in such awful succession, passed before us. Such would neither 
‘be the dictate of reason or religion. It would be rebuked b 
the admonitions of God’s Word, and by the example of our Di- 
vine Teacher. In the discharge of his earthly ministry, he 
g@dapted his instructions, in the best sense, to the peculiarities of 
the times. “He addressed himself to men’s present duties, and 
their present sins and snares ; and the passing events of the day. 
or the scenery of the spot waere he taught, furnished him with 
ready and appropriate illustrations. The news of a cruel butch- 
ery or a melancholy ca‘amity ; the tidings of the Galileans 
slaughtered over their sacrifices, or of the unhappy victims in 
Siloam crushed by a falling tower ; the news that for the time 
was the burden of all tongues, and made all ears to tingle, was 
seized by him as affording the occasion of riveting some keen 
truth upon the memory and conscience of the multitude.” And 
so it is both the dictate of duty and piety to look carefully at 
the record of passing events, to learn from their varied history 
how God governs his world, and orders human destiny. “For 
all that occurs in his wide empire, from the fall of a leaf to the 
extinction of a race—from the death of a sparrow to the blot 
ting out of a star—is only the fiat of Him who is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting God, whose counsel shall stand, and who will 
do all his pleasure.” 

The teachings of an appalling calamity, such as has just oc 
curred, are very impressive and solemn on the great point of the 
absolute sovereignty of God. The appearance of second causes 
is sometimes apt to obscure this sublime truth. Had our le 
mented President died by the processes of ordinary disease, we 
should have seen.a sufficient explanation of the catastrophe in 
the immediate instrument, and would have been content, per- 
haps, to leave the matter there. But his sudden, unexpected, 
awful death, by the cowardly hand of a vile assassin, drives the 
bewildered and affrighted mind directly back to this great eter- 
nal truth, and forces an appalled and stricken people to reflect 
that God is sovereign on iis throne, and that even the machine 
tions and crimes of wicked men are but the agents of his will. 
He is able to make even the wrath of man to praise him, while 
the remainder thereof he can restrain. 

Yet the catastrophe itself, so fearful and overwhelming, is for 
the moment a staggering blow to the faith and submission of the 
tried and tempted soul. The climax, as it is, of all that is dread- 
ful for four long and bloody years, it is not easy for us to acqui- 


esce in its wisdom, its justice, or its goodness. The mind, stunned’ 


and crushed by a sense of loss and desolation, finds itself a 
as it views only the stupendous crime and its fearful results, “ 
there a sovereign God.in the heavens? Is he wise and just? 
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Are these the methods of his administration?” It seemig,.at 
first, a cold and harsh way of solving the difficulties that encircle | 
an event like this to refer it to the sovereign will of God, and 
say it is because he chooses that it shall be. May not the infidel 
find his triumph in scenes like these, as he points to the dreadful 
history, and sneeringly says, “ Behold your God ?” . 

No, no, my friends ; if we take from this catastrophe the idea 
that it is ordered by a sovereign God, we take from it the only 
star which relieves its fearful darkness. We abandon the whole 
scene to the undisputed sway of gloom and despair. , What if it 
bea heavy, yea, an overwhelming stroke? Is it not more toler- 
able from a wise Father’s hand than from that of a malignant 
foe? If you take away God, and God in his sovereignty, from 
this scene, able to have prevented it, and yet allowing it to oc- 
eur, what can you put in its place that can better satisfy or su 
port the mind? Will the doctrine of an inevitable fate; will 
the dogma of a lawless chance afford more light and comfort ? 
No! Let us enthrone above these scenes of apparent confusion 
or arbitrary infliction, a sovereign God, a God of wisdom, a God 
of love, a God of power, who sees the end from the beginning, 
and orders all things according to the counsel of his will; and 
here, at least, we have an anchorage for Faith—a place where 
she can cling, and look up amid the jarring elements, and say, 
“Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.” 

So far, then, from the truth is the a<sertion that the sov- 
ereignty of God furnishes a cold and barren source of comfort 
ina calamity like this, that, on the other hand, we find in this 
fact great consolation. Who would not prefer, if called on to 
submit uncomplainingly and absolutely to the most trying cir- 
cumstances and dealings, that these should be ordered by an in- 
telligent, just, and good Being—one whose unerring wisdom en- 
abled him to know the best things, whose infinite love inclined 
him to choose them, and whose unlimited power enabled him to 
accomplish them? Who would not choose that a Father’s hand 
should pour the bitter cup which he wa’ to drink to the dregs? 
If God be taken from our prosperity we may bear it, but who 
or what can supply his place in the days of adversity? Oh! to 
be tanght that a sovereign God rides on the billow, and directs 
the storm which sweeps our precious things away, though we 
be left beggared and forlorn, is a lesson worth to the tried and 
tempted soul all that it can cost; and there are some dispensa- 
tions of God’s providence that seem especially calculated to 
teach just this lesson. May not’ this be one of them? Is it not 
adapted to impress on the thoughtful mind the fact that “ God 
giveth no account of his matters?” We are astounded at the’ 
suddenness of the calamity. We are heart-broken by its sever- 
ity. We wonder, we suffer, we blead, but still faith rallies where 
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reason is staggered, and says, “ Clouds and darkness are round 
about him ; yet righteousness and judgment are the habitation 
his throne.” His path is in the great waters, and we can not f 
low its windings, but we know that his feet are there. Those 
deep waters go over us; they bury our fondest hopes; they 
swallow up our most precious things ; our idols all go down into 
the abyss ; all his waves and billows go over us. But the rush- 
ing tide can not sweep away from us the conviction that the 
storm is guided by infinite wisdom and perfect goodness, and 
that the crested billows are rolling on God's great and wise de 
signs to a glorious consummation. And that is a cruel hand 
that would tear away from a believing soul this refuge of faith, 
this anchor of hope. Plant above that awful scene at the cap. 
ital, an inexorable Fate guiding that deadly ball ; let a senseless 
and frantic chance triumph in that awful hour, and have you 

iven help or comfort to this stricken nation mourning over this 

er sorest bereavement? Ohno! Give the weeping nation 4 
God, though his way be in the sea, and his path in the great 
waters ; give us a God, though clouds and darkness are round 
about him ; give us a God, though his ways are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts. If you would not wrench 
away from this bereaved people their greatest stay and solace 
in this dark hour, let them listen to the voice of the great Jeho 
vah as he speaks to us from behind the cloud, saying, “ Be still, 
and know that I am God !” 

Let us then be reminded, first of all, by this awful event, that 
“the Lord reigneth.” We are in great danger of looking first 
at the secondary cause of-calamity. We reason that if thisor 
that had not occurred ; if one expedient or another had been 
adopted ; if something had been different from what it was, the 
catastrophe might have been averted. But these things did not 
eccur ; these expedients were not so used. It did not please 
God to order it thus, and this is the only account which we can 

ive of the matter. To my own mind, this fearful event, in all 
its horrors, is full of teaching on that great point which lies at 
the foundation of all religion, but which men are so prone com 
etantly to forget, that there is a sovereign God in the heavens, 
to whom we must all bow, and all must give account. It has 
been well said that “some of the judgments of a Divine Prové 
dence need no interpreter. Sorrow and guilt, in the natural 
workings of man’s conscience, and in the general estimate of 
mankind, are closely conjoined. And there are times when & 
Nadab perishes before the altar he has desecrated, or an Uzziah 
ig blasted before the ark, or when the storm of fire comes down 
upon the cities of the plain, or the ark of Noah rides on the we 
ters past the drowning sinners who had derided his warnings; 
times when God’s judgments follow man’s transgressions. #0 
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closely that he who runs may read the purport of the visitation, 
and see in the peculiar guilt of the sufferers the reason of their 

uliar fate.” But it is not so in this case. Our honored and 
eeated President has not perished in this awful way, because 
he was a sinner above all them that dwelt in the land. This is 
no judgment upon him for great personal guilt. Doubtless, he, 
like all of us, was a sinner, and needed, as we all need, the par- 
doning grace of God, through-Jesus Christ, for his personal 
sins. But no candid mind will ever look upon this event as a judg- 
ment on him. He has come to the grave full of honors, at the 
zenith of his fame, and the cruel circumstances of his death will 
only make his name more illustrious, and his memory more dear. 
To our sympathies and reasoniny, it seems like a hard thing that 
so great and good a man should have fallen by a murderer’s 
hand ; that his honest and generous heart, which had no feeling, 
even for those who had ‘so bitterly reviled him, and made suc 
deadly war upon the country which he ruled, but of conciliation 
and kindness, should have been stilled in its life-beating by an 
assassin’s hand in such a malignant and cowardly way. It 
seems hard that the wearing toils and anxieties of four such 
dreadful years as composed his first official term, should not 
have been followed by a term of successful reconstruction of this 
divided land. But all this must be left with the wisdom of that 
God who has ordered all his history, and gives no account of any 
of his matters. 

The great lesson, therefore, which I desire to take to my own 
soul from this stunning calamity is that which is appropriately 
presented in the text: “ Be still, and know that Iam God!’ I 
think it a very needful and profitable lesson. I find myself 
daily prone to be forgetful of the fact that God reigns in the 
earth, and will do all his pleasure. This is unfavorable to that 
humility, faith, and submission which are not only so appropri- 
ate to the relations of creatures like us, but which are so con- 
stantly demanded by the peculiar exigencies of our earthly state, 
We can not be too deeply impressed with this truth. It is not 
only needful to stimulate us to duty and excite us to humility, but 
it is sometimes the only truth on which we can lean, when unex- 
pected and crushing calamities, like this, come upon us. 

But while Christian faith recognizes in this déplorable event, 
the hand of a sovereign God, and bows in submission to the fiat 
of his will, still this must not be construed into anything like in- 
difference to the crime itself. “ Jt must need be that offences come 
but woe unto that man by whom the offence cometh.” ‘This deed is 
a brutal, dastardly, atrocious murder. Think of the circumstan- 
ces. A scene of festivity, to which the kindness of the. Presi- 
dent’s heart, unwilling to disappoint an expectant assembly, 
rather than any special love for such a place, had carried him; 
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surrounded by his family and friends; unarmed, and uncon- 
scious ; thus, he meets the vile assassin’s blow! The occupant 
of the most distinguished place on earth—in the midst of the . 
triumphs and joy of a nation for whose best interests he had 
toiled and prayed, and spent anxious days and sleepless nights 
for four long years of strife and blood—just four years from the 
tragedy of Fort Sumter, and when its dishonored flag was float- 
ing again in triumph over its dismantled walls ;.on a day dear 
to the Christian world as commemorating the death of the 
Saviour of the world—these were the circumstances which 
stamped its fearful character on this deed of horror and shame. 
It was no sudden ebullition of insane fury ; the murderer had 
cherished his purposes for weeks and months, and coolly waited 
his time and opportunity—not alone, but with a fellow-fiend who 
could attack a helpless invalid in his bed with the murderous 
knife. Such is the character of this deed, which has no parallel 
in the annals of crime. I say, before God, that such a deed is 
worthy of hell itself, and nothing should be allowed to screen its 
ilty perpetrators, and their equally guilty abettors and 
riends, whoever and wherever they may be, from the fate they 
so richly deserve. This is no time to talk about leniency and 
conciliation ; there has been already too much of this, when the 
spirit which can apply the incendiary’s torch to peaceful cities, 
and use the murderer’s weapons on unarmed and helpless men, 
is rampant in our midst. Is not this the real spirit of those who 
have been in arms against us? Does it not find its counterpart 
in the black record of Andersonville and Salisbury and the Libby 
Prison? Is not this the essential spirit of treason ? Is not this the 
legitimate teaching of the barbarous and barbarizing institution of 
slavery? Yes! This is the way in which the Confederate 
Government makes war. , This is the method of the slave power. 
Then I say, before God, make no terms with rebellion short of 
its utter extinction, and of that accursed system which has been 
the cause and groundwork of rebellion. Pursue it as long asa 
vestige of it remains. Let every loyal citizen register a vow 
beforé high heaven that nothing short of the utter crushing out 
of treason and its cause, at any expense of treasure and of blood, 
shall satisfy him. Had I twenty sons, and all as dear as the 
llant boy who sleeps in his bloody grave on the field of Gaine’s 
ill, I would give them all, and lead them myself to the fight, if 
it were needed té ensure the utter extermination of a rebellion 
60. causeless in its origin, so atrocious in its spirit, so malignant 
in its methods, so obnoxious to the cause of God and the abhor- 
rence of all good men. 
And finally, my brethren, let not this dreadful catastrophe 
lead you to despond in regard to your country. President 
Lincoln is dead, but the Republic lives—aye, God lives, and is 
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sovereign on his throne. He makes the wrath of man to praise 
him, and can restrain the remainder thereof. Our Président has 
gone suddenly to his grave ; but he goes to sleep in an honored 
grave ; heading the noble army of patriot martyrs who have given 
their lives to their country. He has done a great and good 
work for the nation ; he rests from his labors, and his works will 
follow him. The nation are his mourners, and will enshrine his 
memory in their hearts. It is not too much to say that all his 
work was done, for “man is immortal till his work is done !” 
There is good reagon to hope that this fearful summons did not 
find him unprepared to meet his God. It seems asif he could ill 
be spared; but learn a lesson from the history of your father- 
land, ye children of Holland ancestors. It was a darker day for 
the Netherlands when William of Orange fell by the assassin’s 
hand than for our country now, and yet how nobly that little 
republic weathered that terrible storm which broke her strong 
staff and her beautiful rod. So we need not despair of our Re- 

ublic. Our father’s God is ours! He is teaching us to trust 
in his everlasting arm. In the very flush of our triumph we are 
taught how vain is the help of man—a hurd lesson for this people 
to learn, but which God has determined to teach us ; for he will 
have all the glory of our deliverance, and his glory he will not 

ive to another. Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God. Pray, O pray, for his blessing on him who, untried, enters 
upon the arduous and delicate duties of the Presidential chair. 

e prayers of God’s people made President Lincoln what he 
was to the nation. It is not beyond the power of prayer to make 
‘President Johnson even more of a blessing to us in the days that 
are to come. 

Let the nation bow itself before God, who hath smitten, and 
he will raise us up. Through the darkness of the present I see 
the brightness of the future as the sun in heaven. I see the 
picture of a glorious land, her sins purged away, every blot re- 
moved from her stainless escutcheon—the home of civilization, 
liberty, and Christianity—a beacon-light among the nations of 
the earth, the friend of the oppressed, the sun of the benighted, 
the messenger of a resurrection to all the slumbering hopes of 
humanity, the great benediction of God to the world. Oh! if 
this picture may be a reality, and if this awful catastrophe which 
has clothed us in mourning shall but help on the grand consumma- 
tion, then, indeed, our lamented President will have blessed his 
country and the world far more in death than in his life, and this 


last climax of agony and blood will not have been reached in 
vain. ° 
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SERMON XX. 
BY REV. A. L. STONE, D.D. 
PASTOR OF THE PARK STREET CHURCH, postos, MA&SS. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


‘« Surely your blood of your lives will T require ;.at the hand of every beast will I re- 
quire it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man’s brother will I require the 
life of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in 
the image of God made he man.” Gen. ix; 4, 6. 


Noah stood by his, altar on the summit of Ararat. Before and 
beneath him lay the saved world into which, with his little family, 
he was to go forth to found the kingdoms and give paternity to 
the tribes of men. Around him lay the wrecks of the judgment 
from which he alone had been preserved. Whatshould betide him 


in his new commission to replenish the earth. God drew near 
to instruct him and reassure his heart. He set his bow on the 
dark retiring storm, that henceforth when the clouds were mar- 
shalled he should fear no flood. He gave him alordship over the 
beasts of the field that he might dismiss the fear so natural— 
that in his feebleness he should fall a prey to brute ferocity. 
_ To lighten the curse which condemned him to win his bread . 
from the reluctant earth by the sweat of his brow, he assigned 
him the flesh of every moving thing for food. But there was 
yet another anxious thought in the breast of the second grand 
parent of the race. For six hundred years he had looked upon 
the history of man. It had been a history of violence and out- 
rage. The guilty earth had staggered under her burden of 
crime. The spirit of the first murderer had breathed upon bis 
multitudinous offspring. Many -a hand had been red with 
brothers’ blood. The crimson sod had cried and cried again to 
the ear of God. And still the homicide had gone free—branded 
erbaps with the red sign of Cain, but not cut off by the axe of 
jastice.* Was this history to be renewed among his descendants, 
asked the patriarch as he looked out into the future. Was there 
to be in the ages to come, when the fact of a common ancestry 
should have become obscured or forgotten in a remote antiquity, 





* We hear of experiments under the abolition of the death penalty. Here was a 
terrible experiment of seventeen centuries, and the issue was the flood. 
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no sterner guard for the sanctity of life. Was the life of the 
innocent to be the sport of mad passion, and the life of the 
murderer forever inviolate? God's statute replied to these 
fears of Noah and asserted a new and terrible retribution for 
the crime of shedding blood. From that hour the voice of a 
sovereign justice doomed the murderer to death, first by the 
hand of the next of kin, who was constituted the avenger of blood, 
then, and later by the sword of the public magistrate. 
It is said now that this statute was not a positive ordinance, 
imperative in its nature, but only a permission—or perhaps a 
rediction of what would fall out in the tragedies of a mere 
uman revenge. To show howidle such an evasion is, we need 
only turn to the subsequent legislation of God explaining and 
confirming the original Law. “ Whoso killeth -any person.” 
(Num. xxxv. 30.) “the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth 
of witnesses ; but one witness shall not testify against any per- 
son to cause him to die. Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction 
for the life of a murderer, which is guilty of death ; but: he shall 
surely be put to death. So ye shall not pollute the land where- 
in ye are ; for blood it defileth the land, and the land can not 
be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood 
of him that shed it.” Again, immediately after the promulgation 


of the code given from Sinai, as if yr ges’ to teach that the 


sixth command could not abrogate the statute pronounced to 
Noah. God instructs the tribes. “He that smiteth a man, 
so that he die, shall be surely put to death, and if a man lie not 
in wait, but God deliver him into his hand, then will I appoint 
thee a place whither he shall flee. But if a man come pre- 
sumptuously upon his neighbor, to slay him with guile, thou 
shalt take him from mine altar that he may die.” -Do these 
passages read as if God were foretelling like a pean or 
enacting like a lawgiver? Is there not in them all the absolute- 
ness of command which language can express ? 

It is argued again for the nullification of this statute, that it 
was ordained for the Jews alone, and was not intended to be 
binding upon any other people. But who were the Jews of 
Noah’s time? We might as well call Adam and Eve Jews as to 
apply the term to the family of Noah. The germ of the Jewish 
nation had not yet come to light. The statute was given to 
Noah as the Father of all nations. He stood before God as the 
representative of the wide papulations to spring from his loins. 
What is there to show that the statute was to descend in one 
line of his posterity and not in another, not inall. Why should 
we presen that God legislated for Shem and not for Ham and 
Japheth? It was an ordinance for the Greeks and Romane 
though children of Japheth, and for the dark-hued dwellers in 
Ethiopia the children of Ham as well as for the sons of Jacab 
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who called Shem their primal father. Had it been given amid 
the marches of the Israelites, then indeed there had been some 
lansibility in claiming it as an exclusively Jewish provision. 
Bat it was altered over the second cradle of humankind, and 
of course for all the streams of human population that should 
flow from that original fountain. What a breadth and compre- 
hensiveness too, are there in the languxge employed : “ Whoso’ 
sheddeth man’s blood”—* Whoso, man’s blood!” what can ex- 
clude any portion of humanity from this grasp of meaning. The 
reason given for the enactment is of general, universal applica- 
tion, it distinguishes man not as a Jew—but man as man—* for 
in the image of God made he him.” Was the seed of Abraham 
alone made in the image of God? Are not we of Gentile blood ? 
the far off descendents of Japheth made in God’s image too. 
It is not even an ingenious folly to talk of such a limitation to 
the statute which ordains life for life. , 
Again itis urged that the mild teachings of Christ repeal 
the stern vindictiveness of this ancient Law. Reference is made 
to such passages as the following: “ Ye have heard that it hath 
been said—an eye for an eye and’a tooth fora tooth, but I say 
unto you, that ye resist not evil, but whosoever shall smite thee 
on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” These are 
manifestly enough rules laid down by our Saviour for the indi- 
vidual and not for Governments. The old postulates of justice 
had been permitted to minister to the cravings of a private 
revenge. Under color of the law, the injured one excused 
himself from the difficult exercise of a private forgiveness and 
pursued the wrong-doer with personal malice, triumphing in the 
expiation he exacted. This abuse of legal provisions the Preacher 
on the Mount condemns, and inculcates in all private relations a 
forgiving spirit, which after all is perfectly consistent with a 
prosecution of injuries as justice requires. Christ did not abro- 
gate the old Law, he did not touch its integrity—it was his aim 
to cut up the indulgence of schemes of-revenge between man and 
man. Will those who demand the abolition of capital punish- 
ment on the strength of these scriptures, apply them just as 
rigidly to all injuries as well as to those invading human life. 
On all their rights upon their estates ; upon the banner of their 
country will they place the inscription “resist not evil;” will 
they open their doors to the midnight rober ; will they yield to a 
fraud in mercantile transactions ; will they look quietly on while 
their homes blaze before the wasting march of war and give their 
kindred to the sword, their own breath to the hoof of the battle 
steed, the wheels of artillery? Did our Saviour mean to break 
down the statutes of the Jewish law? What is his own an- 
nouncement of the scope of his mission? It is found asa preface 
to the very passage we have quoted, “Think not that lum come to 
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pane a law and the prophets, I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfill. 

Paul surely understood the intention of the New Testament 
as well as those with whom we argue. What is his language re- 
specting the scanctions of the civil administration. Rom. iii. 1, 
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers, for there 
is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God. And they that resist shall receive to them- 
selves damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do 
that which is good and thou shalt have praise of the same. 
For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do 
that which is evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the sword in vain, 
for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil.” Does this look like the annulling of retri- 
butive law? What is it this Heaven-appointed Ruler bears as 
his baton of office? Nota pair of scales to weigh out a fine, a 
wooden bolt to fasten a prison door, but a sword, to execute wrath, 
to inflict the stern award of violated justice “upon him that 
doeth evil.” 

It is altogether a mistaken conception of the spirit of the 
gospel if we turn from the letter, to take it as a proclamation 
of impunity for crime. The gospel has indeed both a mission 
of peace on earth good will to man ; it illustrates gloriously the 
infinite mercy of God, but it does more than this. There is 
nothing in the dealings of God with his creatures which so exalts 
the majesty of Justice as this same scheme of Redemption. The 
hurling of the rebel angels from the battlements of Heaven to 
chains and darkness-utters not half so awfully the inflexible 
decree of God, that he will by no means clear the guilty as the 
voices of Gethsemane and Calvary. What do we behold on that 
blood-stained height, but an incensed Justice ; a broken law, 
pouring out the smoking phials of wrath upon human guilt, that 
guilt garnered up.and laid upon the head of the innocent sub- 
stitute—the spotless Son of God? What a perversion to speak 
of this great exhibition of death for sin, as introducing a dispen- 
sation in which justice resigns its scepter to a mercy which has 
thenceforth no capital retribution for transgression. Forever 
does that grand tragedy declare, “ The soul that sinneth it shall 
die.” - Justice will be honored. Its eternal demands never slum- 
ber. Law remains forever supreme. So then the statute of four 
thousand years ago is indestructible—by all subsequent legisla- 
tion—by the wide consenting Providence of God—by the gospel 
of mercy itself, it is declared to be throughout the whole extent 
of human history, forever in force. But we have to defend this 
doctrine of capital punishment not only in respect to its divine ‘ 
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authority, but in its bearings upon the well-being of society. We 
might indeed excuse ourselves from this demand, for if the de- 
cree be of God they who contravene its righteousness are found 
fighting against the most high. But we will fill our remaining 
space with the consideration of objections drawn from the 
grounds of a and humanity. 

It is alleged that the doctrine is inconsistent with the origin 
and design of human government. This objection looks upon 
government as the mere creature of the hnman will, deriving its 

owers and sanctions from the consent of the governed. Hence 
it can have no rights except those which have been conceded b 
the individual. But no individual ever had the right to take his 
own lile, of course he could not concede what was never his, and 
government consequently can not claim from such concession the 
right to take life. Let us examine this argument. If we allow 
that government has no powers but those which the subjects 
have yielded, we are not even then driven to the wall on this 
point. In astate of nature, where civil government does not 
exist, each individual has the right of self-defence, even to the 
taking of the life of his assailant. This right of self-defence, 
when government is constituted, is yielded to the state. The ~ 
civil othinistration then becomes empowered and obligated to 
do whatever is necessary for the guardianship of the individual, 
even to defend his person and goods if need be by the sheddi 
of blood. And this at once, and by the consent of the quem 
arms the hand of the magistrate with the sword of the execu- 
tioner. 

But the argument under. review refutes itself. No man has a 
right to take his own life, therefore government, deriving its 
eg from the concession of individual rights, can not take life. 

ell, we admit that no man has the right to take his own life ; 


and by the same aay no man has the right to immure him- 


self in a penitentiary for life, or for any portion of his life ; he 
has no right to wall himself up from the Ietesbiens activities by 
which he is bound to serve his God and his race. Of course he 
can not concede such a right, and consequently government can 
not possess this right. It can no more imprison than it can be- 
hens. It is the misfortune of this argument that it proves too 
much. But the premise of this argument is all wrong. Human 
government is of divine origin. “The powers that be are ordained 
of God,” and God gives a sword and commissioned the ruler as 
“a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” 

Ii. Again, it is alleged against capital punishment that it is in- 
human and cruel—a relic of the dark ages—ordained for a bar 
barous people, and essentially barbarous in itself. 

Against whom is this accusation hurled? who made this law 
* which is so quarreled with? Was it the production of a human - 
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mind? It is called a law of Moses; was he the author? What 
malevolent being must confess its paternity ? Did he whose foot 
rested upon the mount of the wilderness enact a law essentially 
inhuman and barbarous? This is approaching with an impeach- 
ment too near the terror of Iris power. Let those venture with 
it who are not afraid. I remember the thick cloud and the light- 
nings, and the dread blast of the unearthly trumpet and the an- 
gry thunders. 

And who was this barbarous people for whom God legislated? 
The most refined and enlightened nation of antiquity —-whose 
monuments are the wonder of the ages—whose laws institutes 
the grand models of all government down through the annals of 
time ; among whom the laws were honored as never laws have 
been before or since ; with whom there was less of public crime 
than were in our own land, in this latest century of civilization, 
and on the shores where human progress has planted its fore- 
most banners—a nation, a part of whose barbarity it was, to de- 
cree that “he that stealeth a man and selleth him, shall surely 
be put to death.” . 

Bat if we could grant all that is claimed for the rudeness and 
darkness of this ancient people, the difficulty is not at all relieved. 
How does the divine lawgiver provide for the education of this 
barbarous people? How will he have them emerge from bar- 
barity into social and civil order to know and practice the humani- 
ties of life? Why he ordains a most barbarous statute-to keep 
forever awake their thirst for blood, their sanguinary ferocity as 
barbarous. How full of inconsistency as well as of impiety is 
such a plea. And this boasted humanity of the reformers of 
God’s Laws what is it but morbid pity for the criminal. The 
sight of murdered innocence of the wife and mother cold on her 
own threshold, of young manhood frozen in his own blood, tothe — 
wintry turf, of honored age stabbed in sleep, 


‘¢ His silver skin laced with his golden blood,” 


these awake no compassion in them. The tears are shed over 
the assassin, he must be tenderly treated, his life is sacred ; the 
inhumanity of executing a justly deserved punishment upon him 
excites their full-volumned indignation. We know that> justice 
must be kind to its victim, kind when it strikes, like a father’s 
chastening, then is it seen most clearly as Justice, when th tones 
that melt with humanity for the dread doom it decrees, it pass- 
es sentence ; but we must have a humanity for those exposed to 
murderous violence, a humanity that shall watch for the interests 
of the whole community, and throw the stern defences of law 
around the path of every fellow creature. 

III. Again it is alleged that the inflwence of capital —— 
ment is to educate a nation to the practice of revenge. The law 
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takes. vengeance, and so the hand of the injured, copying the 
pattern’of lay, strikes in retaliation of wrongs. But the punish- 
went of the law is not revenge, it is the vindication of Jus- 
tice. Crime is not a misfortune but a guilt. There is in it a 
‘demerit, an ill-desert. It is the testimony of the universal human 
_ conscience when it contemplates wrong that it deserves punish- 
_ ment. Now government personates this Justice, this attribute 
“of Jehovah, and reigns God’s vicegerent, bearing his sword to 


. +» smite.such wrong. So doing it does not educatea nation to take re- 


wehge, but to reverence the majesty of Justice. And this Jus- 
tice is exercised, this punishment inflicted, not for the sake of 
the pain it causes, not loving and desiring the pain as an end, 
but from an expansive benevolence which would arrest such 
wrongs, proteci other defenceless ones, scourge this wide-walk- 
ing evil, and hold an egis of safety before the temple. This is 
not revenge, but Justice, and Justice is only another name for 
benevolence. 

IV. Again, capital punishment is condemned on the ground 
that human courts are liable to mistake, and that after such in- 
fliction there is no remedy. Nor is there any remedy, if one were 
imprisoned for life through mistake. Can the blasted years be 

iven back—the long anguish be blotted out from heart and 

rain—the glory and beauty of youth berestored? Human dis- 
cernment must needs be imperfect ; there can be no punishment 
at all if this argument be conclusive. But where will the ut- 
most of human caution be employed? Plainly where the penalty 
is most severe, and a mistake the most irremediable. A jury 
might carelessly sentence the accused to imprisonment, trusting 
to some fortunate discovery to clear him if he were guiltless, 
when, if the penalty must be death, every step of the evidence 
will be sifted till the last doubt is solved. And in all the history 
of this penalty the instances of discovered mistakesare so few that 
the ry loses all its weight. 

V. It is urged, again, that this penalty sends the guilty soul 
_ at once into the presence of the Judge. If it be meant that it 
cuts him off without warning, it is not true. He is always allow- 
ed between the sentence and its execution, time sufficient, if it 
be rightly improved, to prepare for eternal scenes. If he misim- 
perese this interval the fearful responsibility is his, But (apart 

rom such a professed belief) if there is any act of a human gov- 
ernment upon a hardened offender which will be most likely to 
overcome his obduracy with the terrors of a future state, it is to 
place him at the very portal of that state with the absolute cer- 
tainty that he must enter it. With sucha dread certainty star- 
ing him in the face, he will dream of safety and long life no more, 
then if ever will he call upon God with the last prevailing ur- 
gency of one who has not a. moment to waste. te is infinitely 
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more likely to be for the salvation of his soul than to give him 

— of many years before him in this period of pro- 
ation. a aa 
VI. And yet once more, it is argued that this Potelty can be 

wisely and safely suspended by the substitution o 

for life. Sometimes it is said this is a more dreaded and so a 


imprisonment *, , 


more effectual penalty than the other. Then what becomes of * . 


the charge of inhumanity against the death-penalty. It must be 
transferred to the substitute. But there is no truth in this,” It 
can not be made to restrain human trans¢reszion like the’terrér > 
of dying. Its infliction, though certain, does not cut off all lidpe. 
Any one of a thousand possible chances may release the pris- 
oner. In any view of this penalty there is at no one point of it 
such a concentration of terror as there is at that mortal ‘stroke 
that sends the criminal into another world. It draws all its: fear- 
fulness from the power of a human justice. The other arrays 
‘before the mind the colossal dread of the hereafter. 

Abolish capit:l punishment, and you abolish that grand pre- 
eminence which murder is thus made to hold above all other 
crimes. It is no more now to burden the soul with this guilt 
than with many another of lighter hue. Abolish capital pun- 
ishment, and you bid a premium tor murder. He who robs will 
kill also to suppress testimony. He will be punished all the 
same whether he kills or not. He who is imprisoned will kill to 
effect his escape ; he is suffering now the worst he can suffer ; 
if he add the crime of murder, his penalty is not changed. That 
great dread, so distinguishable from all others, that confronts a 
man in his rage of passion—in the fierceness of his revenge— 
in the surprise of a discovered robbery—in the struggle with 
officers of justice—the dread that if he kill; he braids the rope 
‘for his own neck would no more lift its awful finger of warning 
between the soul and crime. 

Abolish capital punishment, and you shall see another fulfill- 
ment of the statute given by Moses, “ Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood. by mau-shall his blood be shed.” This cry of the human 
conscience of blood for blood, life for life, will be heard. Every 
mav will be his own avenzer. On the heels of every murderer 
will hound the fierce, hot pursuit of private vengeance. The 
son will avenge the murdered sire ; brother, brother ; friend, 
friend. Let Government lay down the sword, and each of us 
should be an Ishmael. Whoever saw the experiment of impris- 
onment for life tried for a generation would see tle old statute 
reasserting itself in terrible tragedies. The action of the courts 
would be anticipated by the dagger or the drug. The criminal, 
_on- his:way to prison, would be torn to pieces by.a resistless mob, 
whose -sense of justice would not be so outraged ; and amid 
scenes of anarchy and carnage men would be compelled to ac- 
~ knowledge that they could not amend the legislation of Jehovah. 
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SERMON XXI. 


BY REV. J. M SHERWOOD, New Yors Carr. 


CHRIST THE BREAD OF LIFE. 


“I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man cat of this 
bread, he shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I wil 
give for the life of the world.”—John vi. 51. 


Our Saviour had just fed five thousand people, and the impul- 
sive multitude were ready to make him a king. Perceiving 
their intention, he withdrew privately to a mountain. But the 
enthusiastic multitude searched for him until they found him. 
Our Lord exposes their motive in thus pursuing him: “ Ye seek 
me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of 
the loaves and were filled. Labor not for the meat which per 
isheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life.” 
Catching at his words, they respond: “Our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert ; as it is written, He gave them bread from 
heaven.” Christ replies that the bread which Moses gave was 
not the bread to which he referred, else their fathers had not 
died : “ Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are 
dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
& man may eat thereof and not die.” He then announces one of 
the most important and glorious doctrines of the Gospel: “ Zam 
the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat 
of this bread, he shall live forever ; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
“ How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” was the response 
of Jewish unbelief. Our Lord meets the cavil—and it is a stand: 
ing cavil of the world—by simply reiterating the doctrine with 
greater fullness and emphasis: “ Verily, verily I say unto you, 
except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
2 have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 

lood hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 
For my flesh is meat indeed and my blood is drink indeed. He 
that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me 
and lin lim. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father ; so he that eateth me shall live by me. This is that 
bread which came down from heaven: not as your fathers did 
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eat manna and are dead: he that eateth this bread shall live 
forever.” 


CHRIST THE BREAD OF Lif, is the theme of this discourse. 


The statement of the doctrine is in figurative form. I am the 
bread of life, or the living bread. The language is taken from 
conmon life. What bread is to the body, Christ is to the soul. 


I. BREAD IS THE SUPPORT OF LIFE. Natural life is made depend- 
ent on suitable food. Bread is not only palatable and conducive 
to health, but indispensable to life itself. Cut off the supply, or 
destroy its nutritious property, and the animal system will 
quickly lose its vigor, and waste away and die. It is a mysteri- 
ous appointment that life shall be nourished and preserved by 
means of food. It had been just as easy for God so to have 
made us as to require no food to keep us alive ; and then there 
had been no hunger and no starving, and no necessity for daily 
toil for the means of life. But he has made bread essential to 
the support of life. If a man will not eat,he must die. And: 
God has adapted the whole animal system to this arrangement. 
Bread is natural to the body in its normal state. It craves it— 
relishes it—and is nourished by it. It is received into the sys- 
tem, distributed, appropriated, and converted into the compo- 
nent parts of the body itself, by means of the various organs, 
= : made to repair the waste and renew and strengthen 
man daily. 

Nothing but bread will answer God’s own provision. There 
are things eaten and drunk which do not nourish life—only help 
to enfeeble or kill it. They are not natural to the normal state 
of the system. They may stimulate it for the time being, but 
itis only to weaken and reduce it in the end. They may deaden 
the sense of hunger, or gratify a vitiated taste, but they carry 
no life to the blood. The evil substance may in time be thrown 
off, but the body has been injured by the process. Take alcohol, 
for instance. No part of the system will receive it. Every or- 
gan repels it. It isadeadly enemy. It excites the brain, but 
imparts no nutriment ; it weakens the organs which it unduly 
excites, destroys the tone of the system, paralyzes the nerves, 
and produces death if taken in large quantity. 

Bread only—that which is adapted to the animal economy, 
and which contains the nutritive element—will support life. If 
you wish to live and keep the body in a healthy state, you must 
seek and eat the bread which God has ordained for this purpose. 
_So Christ is the support of the soul, the element of spiritual 
life. Feeding by faith on this living bread, we are kept alive 
and nourished as the sons of God. As natural bread satisfies the 
demands of the body and sustains the natural life of man, so 
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Christ satisfies the demands of his spiritual nature, and makes 
him to live forever. He himself asserts this doctrine in the text, 
and repeats it again and again in the context : “I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this 
bread he shall live forever.” 

The soul needs this bread, just as mach as the body needs 
food. It demands it by every law of its economy, and it will. 
pine in want and misery and guilt forever if the demand be re- 
fused. Christ is not an attraction, a comfort,a hope merely, but 
@ want, THE GREAT WANT of man, which nothing else can supply. 
There is no true life without him. All other food fails of this 
end. This is the bread of heaven, and man must eat of it, even 
the flesh of the Son of God, or die. There is no setting aside 
this law. 

Everv man realizes, more or less, his need of this divine bread. 
He is conscious of the want which Christ. is meant to supply. 
His soul without Christ is like the body without nutritious food. 
It is possible by artificial stimulants, or unnatural food, to force 
the organs of the bodv to perform their functions for a while ; 
but this is not life—it is death—the vitality of the system wast- 
ing itself without any return. So it is possible to substitute 
something instead of Christ ; to feed the mind on creature good, 
and stimulate it with artificial excitements, and make a show of 
life—maintain the appearance of spiritual prosperity—the exer- 
cise of ‘hope, the glow of affection, the round of duty and out- 
ward virtue: but it is an artificial, unnatural lite. There is no 
real life at the centre ; it is only a galvanic process ; the action 
of stimulants—error, fanaticism, denominational zeal, false ex- 
perience—which are soon spent, and which leave the system in 
a worse state than they found it. 

There is not an ungodly soul present who has not realized at 
times his great need of Christ. You have felt your mental dark- 
ness, and poverty of spirit, and misery of soul, and moral ruin. 
Sin has not utterly eradicated that spiritual appetite which God 
imparted to the soul. As the body cries for bread, and refuses 
a stone instead, so the soul, ont of the depths of its immortal 
nature, cries for the bread of heaven, and will not be satisfied 
with the world instead. It craves the bread of God, and this 
craving the pleasures of sin and the good things of earth can 
not satisfy. You may feed your immortal nature with the choi- 
cest dainties of creature good: you may surfeit it with the 
world’s riches and honors and excitements, and yet your spir- 
, itual appetite will not be satistied : your soul will not thrive and 
enjoy . your inward being will weary of them and pine for that 
which is better. Bread, Breap, THE BreaD oF Gop, is what 
your soul wants ; it demands it by all its constitutional provis- 
lons and wants ; and it must have it or die. God alone can fill 
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the void of the human heart: not the words, not philosophy, 
not the creature in any form, but Christ with his love and grace. 
He alone can relieve our moral darkness, quicken hope, give 
beauty to the spirit and life to the affections, and nourish the 
soul to everlasting life. 

There is a wise adaptation in the bread of heaven to the wants 
and conditions of our spiritual nature. The natural man fails to 
discover this. To him Christ is as a root out of dry ground : he 
sees no beauty in him: he does not appreciate his love and me- 
diation: he can not understand how there can be such efficacy 
in his blood : his mind: is all dark and bewildered, and so the’ 
simplicity of the Gospel is foolishness to him, and its freedom 
and urgency become a stumbling-block. 

Bat nothing strikes‘a converted man more forcibly than this 
adaptation of Christ to his spiritual nature. He has never so 
seen it till now, and_it fills him with wonder and praise. His 
wants he finds are all met in Christ and satisfies. He finds the 
Gospel in harmony with the laws of his being in all its provis- 
ions and demands. Reason and faith agree. The great schism 
in his soul is healed. A new and blessed experience has begun. 
Light and love and peace dwell within. The law of God is no 
longer a restraint but his delight. To do the will of God is his 
meatand drink. The love of Christ constraineth him to a life 
of obedience. He lives because Christ lives in him. 

It was to this end the Son of God became incarnste—took on 
him man’s nature, and suffered in that nature. He came down 
from heaven embodied in humanity that he might give his flesh 
for the life of the world. We are to eatof his flesh and to drink 
of his blood ; and to this end his body was broken and blood shed 
on the cross. He is therefore available. He is also a merciful 
Saviour, and if he were not we might despair. He is an almighty 
S.viour and none other can help us. His blood cleanseth from 
all sin, and no less an expiation could suffice for us. His sal- 
vation is free, and if otherwise we could not hope for it. 

This bread, while it gratifies a pure taste and meets every de- 
mand of the mind. imparts Christ’s own nature to the soul and 
thus secures growth and healthy action to all the parts and pow- 
ers of the spiritual man. 

Wonderful bread! The Israelites did eat manna in the desert. 
That was miraculous bread, “ angels’ food.” And yet they died. 
That was not the bread of heaven. It was meant to typify the 
bread of life, Jesus Christ incarnated and crucified for the life of 
the world. It nourished the body for forty years in the desert ; 
that was all it could do. It was itself a natural and decaying 
substance and could not prolong life forever. But the bread of 
the Gospel is living bread, spiritual and eternal in its properties. 
It never decays—never loses its life-imparting virtue. It as- 
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similates our nature to itself. It imparts its own undying life. 
The soul that truly feeds on Christ shall live forever. How many 
faint and dying souls have fed on this bread and been revivified 
and nourished to everlasting life! When the soul renounces the 

rovisions of the flesh and of self-rights ; renounces the World as 
its chief good, and the stimulants of passion and sin, and just 
cleaves to Christ—feeds daily on him by faith and prayer—how 
full of comfort and hope is the heart! How the man grows in 
moral strength and excellence! 


II. BREAD TO BE OF USE MUST BE EATEN. It is not enough to 
feel our want of it and to provideit. It must be actually eaten ; 
taken into the stomach and es by means of those or- 
gans which God has furnished ; or it will be of no more use than 
the dust of the street. Ifa famishing man can not get food and 
eat it, he will die. He must will to eat; take bread into his 
mouth and use the appointed organs to prepare it to give nour- | 
ishment, or he will starve amidst stores of plenty and in spite of 
God’s provisions. He can not leave nature to itself. He is not 
to fold his arms in indolence and refuse to use the means of life. 
Bread is provided for him by God’s bounty ; bread will nourish 
and keep him alive ; but only on the condition that he avail him- 
self of the provision and be at the pains of seeking and appro- 
naan the bread. If he neglect to do this, or if he vio- 
ate nature’s laws in what or how he eats, he will have to suffer. 
God’s arrangement for the support of natural life, requires exer- 
tion on the part of every man, the exercise of judgment and 
forethought, and the due observance of the laws of health. 

And this an: logy holds good in spiritual things. In vain has 
God provided bread for the soul, and brought it down from 
heaven and fitted it to man’s condition and nature and freely of- 
fered it ; and in vain do the Word and Spirit teach man his 
qq. state and urge salvation upon him, if he will not use 

is own powers in seeking and eating the bread which God has 
set before him; if he will not come to Christ as his life and feed 
on him and accept and appropriate the benefits of his death. 
The bread of heaven is of no avail while locked up in the Gospel 
or cast forth into the world. It does one no good while he sim- 
ply admires the provision and confesses to his need of it, and 
wishes he might take it. It is only when the needy soul reall 
comes to Christ and receives him by faith, and eats of his fles 
and drinks of his blood, that he feels the power of his life. When 
he is at the pains to seek a correct and thorough knowledge of 
Christ, and opens his mind and heart to the reception of bis doc- 
trines, and leans only on him for salvation, and uses all his pow- 
ers in loving and serving him,—then, and not till then, will 
Christ become his life. 
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But how many perishing souls fail to do this! They hear of 
Christ, and read of Christ, and feel a need of Christ, and in their 
hearts believe he is the bread of life, and at times wish they 
might feed on him and live forever. But there they stop. The 
never arise and seek their Father’s house as did the prodigal. 
They never come to God’s table and penitently take the bread 
of heaven and eat it with faith in its sovereign efficacy. They 
receive Christ-into their understanding and convictions, but not 
into their affections and sympathies: they do not heartily and 
entirely renounce the enid, the flesh and the devil, and take 
Christ as all in all. , 

Sad is the thought that to multitudes of dying sinners Christ 
is an unappropriated Saviour. They need him, and possibly de- 
sire him ; and he is able and anxious to savethem. He waits in 
the closet and in the sanctuary to blessthem with hislove. They 
read or hear his message and admire the provisions of his grace ; 
but they never call upon him: never cast the soul in its guilt 
and ruin upon his promises. They perish in sight of their 
Father’s house ; perish with the bread of life in their hands. 


III. BREAD MUST NOT ONLY BE EATEN BUT EATEN DAILY. It is 
not enough to satisfy the appetite once, it must be repeated day 
by day. The system can only appropriate a present supply. 
To-morrow the same want will exist and it must be met in the 
same way. The “manna” was supplied to the Israelites daily, 
and daily (except on the Sabbath) they were to gather it. And 
Christ taught his disciples to pray, “Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” The supply of to-day will not do for to-morrow. 
It is a remarkable arrangement which thus makes us daily de- 

endent on Divine Providence for the means of life. If we vio- 
ate this law by eating more than nature needs or by going with- 
out we incur the penalty. 

The same arrangement God has made in spiritual things. The 
soul needs daily food just as really as the body. The want isa 
constitutional one. Fresh and frequent supplies from Heaven 
is the condition of spiritual health and growth. The bread you 
feed on to-day will not answer for to-morrow’s necessities. You 
can not receive a week’s supply to-day. Day by day, Day BY 
DaY, is the law of Christ. Many violate this law. They seek to 
make the Sabbath answer for the whole week. They crowd all 
their religion intothe Sabbath. They are so busy on other days ; 
the world is so absorbing and so pressing in its demands that 
really they have no time or heart for God’s service. And so the 
aim to make it up on the Sabbath. They crowd down the foo 
of seven days in one. They strive to gather at once enough of 
the heavenly manna to last till the Sabbath comes again. They 
do up the main part of their repenting and praying and striving 
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and serving God for the week on one day of it. I do not exag- 
gerate. The Sabbath is fast becoming a day of religious surfeit- 
ing. It is made a day of excessive weariness and toil by crowd- 
ing into it so much of the week’s duty and activity. And the end 
of it is thereby in a measure defeated. * ; 

So aiso many start in their religious life with the notion that 
their first supply of knowledge, zeal, and spirit of prayer and 
faith will hold out till the’end. They do not know that day by. 
day they must continue to seek and feed on Christ as in the be- 
ginning ; day by day nourish their tépentance and faith and love 
at the cross ; day by day strive against the world and the flesh 
and the devil; day by day «eplenish their spiritual stores by 
waiting on God in the way of duty. And the result is, after a 
season of activity there comes atime of declension—a falling 
away from first love and works. Not seeking their daily por- 
tion of the living bread they grow faint and feeble ; their graces 
decay and they are ready to die. The law of Christ is—and let 
us remember it as oft as we feed the body—day by day. . 

This daily. feeding on Christ is a great truth. Would to God 
that his people understood it! There would not then be so 
many weak ones, and so many sickly. The piety of the ¢hurch 
would be more vigorous and lively. We feed on Christ in some 
happy hour—in some sweet meditation, in some blessed experi- 
ence, under some sore affliction or comforting promise, and we 
think to goa long while in the strength of it. forgetting that 
me no more sustains the life of the soul miraculously than the 

ody. 


IV. Frnatty: There is confessedly a great mystery in the way 
in which life is supported. Bread is the means, but who 
will explain the connection between the means and the end, or 
show us the process by which the end is reaclied: how bread 
‘supported life. We have the fact—give us the philosophy : ex- 
plain it to our comprehension. The anatomist will explain the 
structure of every part of this wonderful mechanism, and the 
precise function of each member and organ, and the minntest 
arrangement of the whole system, and he will take apart and put 
together again the whole frame. And the chemist will tell 
what changes the bread undergoes after eating it, and how its 
component particles are distributed, assimilated and absorbed 
into the system. And this science is very curious and instruc 
tive ; but it does not touch the vital question. We are still ig- 
norant “of the connection which a piece of bread has to the 
principle of life ; and no philosophy can enlighten us; the fact 
is all we can know. So is the relation of the bread of*heaven to 

iritual life a mystery, a profound mystery. The language of 

brist-is above our reason ; it baffles human philosophy : “ Veri- 
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ly, verily I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, ye as no lifein you.” Weare r 
quired to believe the fact on the testimony of God: eternal life 
is the effect of appropriating Jesus Christ: they live forever 
who eat of the bread of God: the flesh and blood of incarnate 
Deity po-sess the sovereign efficacy, when received by faith, of 
imparting and oe tng of God or the principle of im- 
mortal virtue in the soul of fap. It-is a wonderful truth! We 
marvel not that the Jews eayiled when Jesus announced it. It 
needs a high order of faith in order to receive it. There is a 
connection, unexplainable but vital between the body and blood 
of Christ and the infinite blessing’ of eternal life. This is why 
the Son of God became man; why his body was broken on the 
cross and his blood shed. This was a necessary condition of its 
life-giving virtue. The incarnation and the crucifixion is 
faith’s seule groundwork. Our Saviour came down from heaven 
into this sinful world ; appeared in human flesh ; taught the way 

_of life; and gave his flesh unto death: and having thus laid 
open the way of life, he offers himself in the Gospel—his flesh 
and blood, his Word and Spirit—as the life of his people. And 
all who have faith to discern the Lord’s body and faith in its 
efficacy, and who do truly feed on this bread of heaven, shall 
never hunger, shall live forever. 

1. It clearly appears from this subject why so many Gospel 
sinners die in their sins. It is not that they are sinners above 
all sinners: not that there is a deficiency of bread: not that 
they are excluded from its provisions by a fatal decree. But it is 
because they do not seek and eat the bread of God; because 
they look to man and not to Christ to save them ; because they 
do not so realize their sin and ruin and have such faith in the 
efficacy of Christ’s death as to renounce all other ways and 
means and cleave to him. Christ is the only living bread, and 
failing to feed on him—to draw their life from him—they must 
die. There is no virtue in their own goodness—no life in their 
philosophy—none in all this world. 

2.. We discover here the secret of the feeble and sickly life of 
the church. There is not enough simple feeding on Christ. 
The bread of heaven is not our daily food. The very flesh and 
blood of Jesus are not made our life. The weak and beggarly 
elements of the world are not wholly renounced. Our supplies 
are not always fresh and abundant. Christ is not Bc Po 
all—our daily bread—life’s one constant support. We lose sight 
of the Divine simplicity of the Gospel. e mix philosophy 
with faith—the condiments of the flesh with the bread of God 
—the service of self with the service of Christ. It is the livin 
bread only which nourishes the soul and keeps life agoing. An 
how little does the church now-a-days feed on this! O how little 
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of a personal Christ is there*ever in the religious literature 
which floods the fansily, the Sabbath-school, and all the avenues 
of Christian thought and life# How little of Christ is there in 
the newspapers and montblies, which crowd out the Bible and 
furnish a large part of the reading and thinking of the church 
even on the Sabbath! TMere ‘is not enough of Christ in his 
vital life, in the major part of the religious reading of the day 
‘to keep the soul from famishing, We have ingenious specula- 
tion and philosophical thought and: scientific research of fine 
sentiment and sensation novelties, in abundance ; and Christians 
read and adtmire and wonder, and all the while grace decays 
and life languishes, because they Have been given “a stone” for 
bread ; the beauties of literature, and the wonders of science, or 
‘the metaphysics of, the schools for the flesh and blood.6f Jesus 
Christ. And it can not be denied that even the Pulpit—the 
evangelical pulpit—is doing much to foster and increase this 
evil. “Christ and his Cross” is not its one great theme. It 
fails often to set forth the Gospel in its simplicity. The people 
are not always fed with the pure living bread of heaven. How 
‘many of its utterances are void of the inspiration of the Bible 
and the cross! The most popular type of preaching is signally 
wanting in those elements which nourish a pure, vigorous and 
living Christian life. The people are gratified, excited, sur- 
feited ; but they are not fed on the simple and substantial bread 
‘of the Word. And hence our leanness—the feeble flow of the 
life-current—the lack of health and vital action throughout the 
church. Brethren! if you would be strong in the Lord, you 
must take and eat this living bread. Your soul must hunger 
after it daily and reject all other food. 





